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Car crashes are a leading cause of death
for children. On average nationally, two
children under 13 were killed and an
estimated 374 were injured every day in
2019 while riding in cars, SUVs, pickups, and
vans.
608 child passenger vehicle
occupants died in traffic crashes in
2019.
38% of children who died in 2019 while
riding in passenger vehicles were
unrestrained, compared to 33% in
2018.
The Delaware Office of Highway Safety urges caregivers to protect their
child’s future at every stage of life by making sure they secure them in the
correct car seat for their age, height, weight, and developmental level.

Car crashes are a leading cause of death for children, according to the

latest NHTSA data. A child is involved in a crash while riding in a passenger
vehicle, on average, every 25 seconds. When installed correctly, car seats
can reduce the risk of fatal injury in a crash by 71% for infants and by 54%
for toddlers.

Meet Aubrey Klick
Aubrey is one of OHS's
Certified Child Passenger
Safety Technicians. She's
also one of the state's
Ambassadors of Safety and you can meet her at
our Seat Check Saturday
event.

Car Seat

Misconceptions
“I know exactly what I’m doing
- I definitely don’t need to read
the instructions or get any help
installing a car seat.”
According to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
- while most caregivers are
confident that they have correctly
installed their child’s car seat,
almost half have been installed
incorrectly. Here in Delaware, four
out of five child safety seats are not
installed correctly.

“Installing a car seat or a
booster seat with the lower
anchors is better than using the
vehicle seat belt.”
Both options offer the same level of
protection as long as a proper
installation is achieved. That's
because child safety seats must
meet federal safety standards with

either installation method. But be
careful - you shouldn't use the lower
anchors and the vehicle's seat belt
at the same time.
Learn more about the LATCH system
here: in English and Spanish.

"Once the car seat or booster
seat is installed, you’re good to
go!"
Caregivers need to check the car
seat or booster seat's installtion
once a month to make sure nothing
has twisted or shifted. To make sure
you have a snug fit, try the inch test.
A properly-installed car seat or
booster seat shouldn’t move more
than one inch front to back or side
to side when pulled at the seat belt
path. When checking for
movement, use the force of a firm
handshake or 'moderate force.'
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Updates
As a reminder, the monthly mailing
of posters and flyers is currently
suspended due to COVID-19. If you
or your organization has a specific
request, please contact our office.
Please continue to share our safety
messaging on your social media
platforms and email us with
updated information about your
organization. Find us on Facebook,
Twitter, Snapchat, and Instagram
at @HighwaySafetyDE. Thank you!
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For more information and tools,
please visit arrivealivede.com or call
our office at (302) 744.2740

