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Drive Safe this Holiday 
 

The holiday season is finally here!  Like you, I hope to spend some quality time with 
friends and family.  And, like you, I have so much to do!  Between special dinners, 
parades, concerts, and shopping for the perfect gift, it is easy to feel rushed.  That’s why 
OHS is reminding everyone to Drive Safe, so that we all Arrive Alive  
 

What you need to know 
  
As the year draws to an end, statistics show that aggressive driving has become a huge 
factor is traffic fatalities. Aggressive driving behaviors make up 32 (40%) of all traffic 
deaths this year to date.  Here are the facts that you need to know: 
 

 To date, over 3,000 people have been arrested for speeding statewide during 
aggressive driving patrols. 

 
 Aggressive driving behaviors include:  driving faster than the posted speed limit, 

following too closely, coasting through stop signs, running red lights, and making 
unsafe lane changes. 
 

 A 2009 Public Opinion Poll by AAA shows that 78% of the public believes 
aggressive driving is their number one traffic safety concern, surpassing drunken 
driving (76%).  

  
 



What you can do 
 
In years past, Driving under the Influence has been the biggest concern during the 
holiday, but statistics show that Aggressive Driving is becoming an even bigger 
problem…killing more people than impaired driving.  In response, OHS is focusing its 
enforcement and awareness efforts on both of these serious traffic safety issues.  We 
remind everyone to drive safely during the holidays by following these tips: 

 Slow Down.  Obey the posted speed limit signs on the roadways.   
     Obey Traffic Signs and Signals.  Stop fully at all stop signs and look in all 

directions before you proceed through a traffic light.   
     Use Turn Signals When Changing Lanes.  Make sure you use your turn 

signals when making a lane change and also check your blind spots. 
     Watch out for other Cars and Pedestrians.  Minimize distractions in the car 

(cell phones, radios, arguing children or family members) so you can stay 
focused on the task of driving and are prepared for the unexpected.   

     Never Drink and Drive.  Use a designated driver every time, if you’re planning 
to enjoy a few cocktails at that holiday gathering. 

     Buckle Up.  It’s the law and your best defense against impaired and aggressive 
drivers. 
 

The Safe Family Holiday Campaign runs Thanksgiving through New Year’s Day and is 
OHS’s major traffic safety initiative for the holiday season. It includes a combination of 
high visibility enforcement, public awareness activities, and media messaging aimed at 
stopping impaired and other dangerous drivers. This year, in addition to DUI 
checkpoints and DUI patrols, police will be looking for aggressive drivers.  Slow Down.  
Arrive Alive DE. 
 
One last tip- Even though the weather is getting colder, some people still chose to 
walk.  Keep your eyes open, not just near parked cars, but around intersections and on 
the side of the road.  And, if you are the walker, always remember to be seen.  Wear 
something reflective and carry a flashlight if you will be out at night. 
 
It could save your life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This information is being sent to you by the Office of Highway Safety who asks you to 
please drive safely at all times.  For more information on this and other highway safety 
programs, visit www.ohs.delaware.gov. 

http://www.ohs.delaware.gov/

