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Driving Under the Influence  
 

Driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs is not only dangerous, it's illegal - and the 
Delaware Office of Highway Safety is dedicated to enforcing the law and keeping the 
roads safe by coordinating weekly DUI checkpoints and patrols from now through the 
end of the year.  So, plan ahead this Labor Day weekend, or you may be asking, Can I 
Bum a Ride? 

 
What you need to know 

 
The consequences for the crime of driving while impaired are serious and real for those 
who choose to drink and drive.   Punishment is swift, and the adverse effects are long-
lasting. Here are the facts that you need to know. 
 

 You face jail time, loss of driver license, and/or being sentenced to use an 
ignition interlock device to be installed in your vehicle at your expense.  

 
 You will pay an average of $3,400 in fines, court costs, and attorney fees. 

 
 You will have a criminal record for life. 

 
 You will attend eight weeks of mandatory DUI treatment classes with drug 

testing. 
 



 You will pay higher insurance rates. 
 
 
 

What you can do 
 
 

What can you do to avoid the fines, the criminal record, and the embarrassment of a 
DUI?  The answer is easy.  Don’t drive under the influence of alcohol or drugs.   Here 
are some simple things that you can do: 
 

 If you are planning to drink alcohol with friends, designate a sober driver before 
going out – and give that person your keys.  

 
 If you are impaired, do not drive – call a taxi, use mass transit, or call a sober 

friend or family member to get you home safely. 
 

 Promptly report impaired drivers you see on the roadways to law enforcement. 
 

 Wear your seatbelt while in a car or use a helmet and protective gear when on a 
motorcycle, as these are your best defenses against impaired drivers. 

 
 And remember, if you know people who are about to drive or ride while impaired, 

take their keys – and help them get to where they are going safely. 
 
 

One Last Tip- Take advantage of your local safe rides program.  In New Castle County, 
Delaware Designated Drivers can give you and your vehicle a safe ride home.  Program 
this number in your phone (302)-999-9079.   
 
 
 It could save your life.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This information is being sent to you from the Office of Highway Safety, who asks you to 
please drive safely at all times.  For more information on this and other highway safety 
programs, visit www.ohs.delaware.gov. 

http://www.ohs.delaware.gov/

