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Checkpoint Strikeforce  
                 

Did you know that 70% of all the people arrested for Driving under the Influence are first 
time offenders?  OHS would like to remind you that as you are gearing up for the big 
holiday weekend, police agencies statewide are gearing up for a major impaired driving 
crackdown.  This month our message is simple:  Drive Sober.  Arrive Alive DE. 
 

What you need to know 
 
Get together, Cook out, Barbeque, Party….whatever you call your holiday get together, 
most-likely drinking will be part of it.  For those who choose to drink and drive, here are 
some sobering facts that you need to know:   
 

 More than 6,000 people were arrested for DUI in Delaware in 2009 
 
 The consequences for a first time DUI offense are severe and include fines, loss 

of license, criminal record, treatment programs and court costs. 
 

 This year, 25 police agencies will be conducting 84 checkpoints and 188 patrols 
statewide during the next six months and 3 checkpoints and 6 patrols are already 
set for the 4th of July holiday weekend. 



 
What you can do 

 
Whether you are throwing a party, going to a friend’s house, or hitting one of the local 
beach bars, avoiding a DUI arrest is simple if you make the choice to only drive sober 
and encourage others to do the same.  Choose to follow these tips: 
 
If you are going out: 

 Designate a sober driver before you leave the house, or volunteer to be one 

yourself 

 Or, program the number for local cab companies on your cell phone so if you find 

yourself in need of a ride, it is just one touch away 

 Avoid drinking too much alcohol too fast. Pace yourself- eat enough food, take 

breaks, and alternate with non-alcoholic drinks. 

 Never let a friend leave your sight, if you think they are about to drive while 

impaired. 

If you are having friends over: 

 Make sure all of your guests have a designated sober driver, as soon as they 

arrive 

 Provide non-alcoholic drink alternatives – soft drinks, juices, and water 

 Stop serving alcohol before the party ends. 

 For more tips and non-alcoholic summer drink recipes, download our free 
Summer Mocktail book.  

 
One last tip- Think walking is a better option when you are drunk?  Think again.  

Walking under the influence is not only against the law, it could be deadly.  If you are 
too drunk to drive, then you are too drunk to walk.  Call a cab or call a friend.  It 
could save your life.   

 
 
 
 
 
This information is being sent to you from the Office of Highway Safety, who asks you to 
please drive safely at all times.  For more information on this and other highway safety 
programs, visit www.ohs.delaware.gov. 
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