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1,199 Unbelted Motorists Cited In Week 1 of “Click It or Ticket”  
Delaware to participate in regional effort to boost night time belt use May 24th 

 
Dover -  More than one-thousand unbelted motorists felt the HEAT last week as Delaware law 

enforcement officers stepped up enforcement of the state’s seat belt laws.  In the first week of 

enforcement for Delaware’s Click It or Ticket campaign officers from State, county and 

municipal law enforcement agencies issued 1,199 citations statewide for seat belt violations.  

The violations were found as officers conducted 8 Traffic Safety checkpoints and 185 Traffic 

Safety patrols.  A citation means an officer discovered that either a driver or one or more 

passengers were unrestrained in the vehicle.   

The fine for violating the state’s seat belt law is a $25.00 fine plus an additional $15.00 

court processing fee.  In addition to the 1,199 seat belt citations issued last week, officers also 

issued 32 citations for child restraint violations, apprehended 11 wanted individuals, made 3 DUI 

arrests, 11 drug arrests, and issued 381 citations for other traffic violations.  A Wilmington 

Police officer on patrol over the weekend also discovered a concealed deadly weapon in one 

vehicle. 

In the coming week, officers from 32 participating State, municipal, county and military 

police agencies will continue with enhanced seat belt enforcement activities.  Approximately 11 

Traffic safety checkpoints are scheduled for this week along with dozens of Traffic safety patrols 

daily.  This includes patrols to be conducted in the evening hours of May 24th as Delaware joins 

in a multi-state regional safety effort to boost seat belt use at night.  71% of all those killed in 

nighttime traffic crashes are unrestrained.  The regional night time belt enforcement effort will 



also involve the states of Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia and the District of 

Columbia.  The message is simple, “Day or night, buckle up.” 

Also occurring this week, the Dover Air Force Base will conduct enforcement along with 

seat belt awareness activities as they kick off their “101 Critical Days of Summer” safety 

campaign.  The Air Force has a zero tolerance policy for seat belt violations on base, so they’ll 

be distributing specially designed Click It or Ticket fliers to remind base personnel to follow the 

state’s seat belt laws when traveling off base.  In addition, a child safety seat check will be held 

from 3 – 6 p.m. for base personnel and their families to ensure the safety of each vehicle’s littlest 

passengers. 

Although seat belt use in Delaware is at an all time high of 84%, still 1 in every 6 

Delawareans fails to regularly buckle up.  The goal of Click It or Ticket is to save lives by 

increasing seat belt use statewide.  Daily enforcement continues through Memorial Day and is 

supported both locally and nationally by frequent television and radio safety advertising.  

Enforcement information, our safety ads, copies of printed materials and pictures from Click It or 

Ticket checkpoints can be seen by visiting the OHS website at www.state.de.us/highway. 

Click It or Ticket is also the first of three major safety initiatives to be conducted under 

the Office of Highway Safety’s new umbrella safety campaign, “120 Days of Summer HEAT” 

(Highway Enforcement of Aggressive Traffic).  The Summer HEAT campaign is aimed at 

saving lives by cracking down on traffic violators.  Traditionally the summer months are a peak 

time for traffic fatalities.   
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