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Take the Keys

[bookmark: _GoBack]Did you know that nearly half of all the fatal crashes in 2014 involved an impaired driver?  And what if every one of those crashes were prevented because someone took the keys? In Delaware, that would mean that 51 lives might have been saved and hundreds more might have avoided serious injury. 

What do you do when the person you are with is not safe to drive? The Ad Council’s Innocent Victim’s public service campaign, in partnership with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), created some tips to help you get the keys:

· If it is a close friend, try a soft approach at first. Suggest they’ve had too much to drink and it would be safer for someone else to drive or even suggest taking a cab.
· Be Calm. Joke about it. Make light of it.
· Try to make it sound like you are doing them a favor.
· If it is somebody you don’t know well, speak to their friends and have them make an attempt to persuade them to hand over the keys. Usually they will listen.
· If it’s a good friend, spouse, or significant other, tell them that if they insist on driving, you will not go with them. Insist on calling someone else for a ride, taking a cab, or walking.
· Locate their keys while they are preoccupied and take them away. Most likely, they will think they’ve lost them and will be forced to find another mode of transportation. 
· If possible, avoid embarrassing the person or being confrontational.
 
Remember Friends don’t let Friends Drive Drunk. It might be uncomfortable to ask for the keys, but it is worth it. Just ask any of the people who were involved in the 1,130 alcohol-related crashes last year. It’s my guess they all wish that someone had taken the keys. For more information, go to www.adcouncil.org and www.duirealtime.com.   
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