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Traffic Safety News
From the Delaware Office of Highway Safety
Winter  Wonderland 


The holidays are almost here. While you are preparing your travel plans, getting excited to celebrate with loved ones and thinking about all the things you will need to do to make it the most wonderful time of the year, take a moment to consider safety - especially on the roadway. 

With holiday parties, shopping, travelling to spend time with loved ones, and bad weather; the hustle and bustle of the holiday season leads to more distractions on the road, more drunk drivers, poor visibility, and shoppers everywhere you look.  Don’t let a crash shake things up this holiday season. 

Did you know?

· It’s the most dangerous time of the year on Delaware roadways.
· Speed related injury crashes are the highest in December and January.  Speed was a primary contributing factor in 38% of fatal crashes last year. 
· Pedestrian crashes spike in December and November is a close second.  Thirty seven percent of all pedestrian fatalities have occurred during those two months.  In the past two years, pedestrian fatalities have accounted for nearly a quarter of all roadway deaths.  Almost 75% of these crashes were caused by a pedestrian error. 
· Impaired driving was responsible for 60% of fatal crashes in 2014.

What can you do?

· Buckle up.  Every trip.  Every time.
· Slow down.  Excessive speed especially on roadways with higher speed limits causes the majority of speed related fatalities. 
· Put your phone away while driving.  We all know that texting while driving is illegal, but using a blue tooth has been proven to cause driver distraction.  Concentrate on driving.
· Walk Smart.  Use a light at night, pay close attention to vehicles travelling on the road and never walk on a roadway while you are impaired.

[bookmark: _GoBack]While you enjoy the winter wonderland, walk safe and drive safe.  Law enforcement will be working in order to help keep Delawareans safe so everyone can enjoy a safe holiday without a tragedy.  

DRIVE SAFE. ARRIVE ALIVE DE
This message is being sent to you by the Office of Highway Safety, who asks you to drive safely at all times.  For more information on this and other traffic safety programs, go to www.ohs.delaware.gov.  
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